Belmont Orthodontic Centre

NHS or Private?

NHS Treatment

NHS Treatment is available for Children Only.

Any child, aged 17 or under when they reach the top of the NHS waiting list, qualifies for a free NHS consultation. At the
consultation you will be told of the treatment required and whether or not the NHS will fund this treatment.

The NHS now only pays for treatment to correct the worst orthodontic problems.

If NHS treatment is not available, you have the option of various payment plans to proceed privately should you wish to.

Because of the long NHS waiting list, many patients choose to have a private consultation to be advised of the treatment
required and whether or not they are eligible for NHS treatment. Those that are eligible can then choose between an 18
month wait for NHS treatment or immediate private treatment. Those who are not eligible have not waited for 18

months unnecessarily.

Our NHS Policy

NHS appointments are between 9.00am and 3.30pm.

We understand that most patients would prefer appointments outside school/work time. We work hard to accommodate
your appointments to suit your school/college timetable. However 95% of our NHS patients attend school/college and for
that reason we would need to work from 3.30pm until midnight each day to accommodate everyone outside of school
time.

If any of our NHS patients are unfortunately late due to traffic delays, parking or other unforeseen problems, we cannot in
fairness to other patients 'squeeze' the late patient(s) into our NHS schedule. We can either let the late arrival wait for a
possible opening to occur in the schedule, or we can re-schedule an appointment with you. We endeavour to re-schedule
all failed or late appointments within 2 weeks of the original appointment.

If you require an emergency appointment we do not offer a 'walk in' service. By telephoning the surgery you will be
offered a timed appointment, avoiding the need for a long wait or causing inconvenience to other patients who are in
active treatment.

We greatly appreciate your understanding and cooperation and we are sure you will realise that if we seem inflexible at
times, it is simply because we must be fair to all of our patients.

http://belmont-orthodontics.co.uk/ Powered by Joomla! Generated: 5 September, 2010, 01:34



Belmont Orthodontic Centre

Private Treatment

Children and Adults of all ages can be referred by their dentist, or refer themselves, for a private consultation / treatment.

The advantages of private treatment are:
&bull; A greater variety of treatment options available including &Isquo;invisible clear aligners, and tooth coloured
ceramic brackets for the fixed appliances &ndash; your friends might not even know that you have a brace!

&bull; Greater flexibility with appointment times including before and after school/work appointments and an evening
clinic.

&bull; Shorter treatments with a new low friction brace system.

To make private treatment even more affordable, we offer interest free payment plans to spread the cost over 12 - 18
months.

Private patients are seen for an initial consultation within 4 weeks. If you then decide you want to improve your smile, you
can start orthodontic treatment within a few days/weeks.

All private patients are sent a full written report with payment choices before they commit to treatment. For this reason
you will always know how much the treatment will cost in total, before you start.
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